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The Sotting 

appparl to^bran^Waart f iT “ Suori-llla movement, Bolivia 

Ideal setting. Geographically, the countrv i- 
split by ranges of the Andos mountains into sharply different 
reas of varying altitudes and topography which make land mm 

fP<==lally difficult for oonveSlonaralourSy ?o;ces 
The southeastern part of the country In which the e-nen-pi i t n q n-hobo* 

and°thrtlrraln'’‘''wlthtr'’''’’'‘‘®'^' between, 

beds as *?oS?es!’'h"SSr?SrSu:her 

S n%?i" 

Latln^Amerloan nations: Brazil, Pargauay, Peru, A^geitinranf 

dltlonrfor^a SSLunlst^lntirgeM J'^Iffort ?rhB 

Perhaps most Important from the point of nc -(->,0^ -p 

revolutions Is the fragility and Instah-i .r F those favoring 

?r?hre??ort"roi^ a''??la?fvely"snl?r’' ‘F'^rtlcSarty'JuSe^ablc 

tlonlsts Pvl S'’°bP dedicated Insurrec- 

1967, the mllltary-orlented“lgfTC°of°LLldCTrB^°' 
™?o?ts“o"stabi*?Lf other^SL?gS™ ?d"„e’'?: 

labofLl^ns! ?eg?L"SarX?ous?r^^ ^^e leftist 

support on the llLt^flned li? dependent for Its 

military forces ThS ?hldeJl'f^ ^£®‘^.®"‘* S®-i®bany Ill-regarded 
the hands ofrsmau lroup o? ™L?hdaf “’® “““ary at 
effect upon the etablStro? thrgove^en““ " devastating 

In this setting of a backward Isolated cmmi-nir ■haoev-i- -k 
deep-rooted economic and social problems and deset by 

shaky government, the guerrilla-^ unden ^ ^ somewhat 

Americans loading guerfllla taeFi^??^ a ® If^dershlp of Latin 
Frnec-to "ppo" pti ^ iia tactician, Argentine revolutlonarv 

?r?ato 1^6. ‘’"®“ developing their base of ope?a?[?nB 
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The Guerrilla Victories 


The hard core of the guerrilla band consisted of Guevara and, 
at their peak strt^ngth, some 15 Cuban and other foreign revolu- 
tionaries, several veterans of Cuba’s Sierra Macstra campaign, as 
well as Cuban-trained Bolivian communists. The first of the 
group moved Into an area north of the town of Caralrl In south- 
cuistern Bolivia. In November 1966. Thel]:* Initial purpose apparently 
was to develop a well-trained and well-disciplined force that would 
be capable of harassing or engaging elements of the Bolivian army 
perhaps by September or October 196?. Purchasing a farm as a 
logistical base, they moved north Into the rugged, virtually 
unpopulated region of brush, stream beds, and canyons to familiarize 
tliemselves with the terra.ln. They were well equipped with auto- 
matic weapons, communications equipment (including short wave 
facilities for contact with Cuba) and medical supplies. They 
divided their force into vanguard, center, and rearguard; established 
various base camps, guard posts, and hidden arms and supplies 
caches; and set off on reconnaissance patrols. 

The first real Indication of the movement’s ex,istenco came 
in early March when two Bolivians who had briefly joined the 
guerrillas deserted and were arrested by authorities whey they 
tried to sell a rifle stolen from the guerrilla camp. Still, 
their tale about the band and Its Cuban leadership was viewed 
with considerable scepticism by many. However, on March 23, a 
pabrol of Bolivian soldiers stumbled upon a section of the 
guerrilla force and were quickly beaten In a sharp flrefight that 
left seven Bolivian soldiers dead and many more wounded and 
captured . 

The government now took the threat of a communist guerrilla 
movement more seriously. Additional array patrols were sent Into 
the area — with disastrous results. The untrained, poorly- 
equipped conscripts were consistently routed by the seemingly 
Invincible guerrillas. Taunting voices called from the brush and. 
the .Bolivian troops often dropped their antiquated weapons and 
fled. The low morale of the Bolivian army, undermined by Its 
purge following the 1952 Revolution a.nd almost t.radl tlonally low 
because of .Its rathor dismal list of defeats which had cost 
lk),l.ivla largo por1;.lons of Its territory, fell c^ven 1‘urthor, par- 
ticularly among the enlisted men. The' guerrillas meanwhile 
appeared to grow In confidence and strength. .Tn July, they boldly 
occupied the town of Samalpata for a day and disarmed the military 
unit stationed there. 

The guerrillas attempted to build popular support for their 
cause. Now called the National Liberation Army (at least by 
Radio Havana ) , they went to considerable effort to win tho backing 
of the campeslnos In the area. When commandeering food or 
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supplies from local rcsidentrij thc'y paid more than the market: 

goods. Sovera], of the guerrillas were doctors, 
and they treated the children of the villages In an effort to 
win over the populace. 

' In late April, French marxlst theoretician Jules Regis 
Defray was captured after he had visited the guerrilla camp for 
several weeks and the guerrilla effort attracted significant 
international attention. Debray* s statements that the guerrilla 
and ^ was led and supported by Cubans and other professional Latin 
Afnorican guerrillas and might be under the direction of "Che" 
Guevara underscored the seriousness of tht,» throat In the eyes 
wL believed Guevara was really leading the guerrillas, 
Che vs. the Bolivian army seemed to bo more than an eaual 
contest. ^ 

Increasingly alarmed, the Bolivian Govorranont sought help 
from the US and some of Its nolghbors--Argontlna , Brazil, and 
Peru. In response, the US provided a counter-insurgency tralnil ng 
program for the Bolivian Second Ranger Battalion, which moved Into 
the guerrilla zone In September I967. The US also supplied some 
relatively modern automatic weapons and other equipment to the 
Bolivian army. 


As the guerrilla movement continued to rack up successes ixi 
Its encounters with the Bolivian army, other dissident elements 
in Bolivia agitated against the government. Opposition parties 
criticized the Barrientos* regime for Its Inept handling of the 
insurgency problem. In June , miners of the Cata.vi -Siglo XX tin 
mine urged solidarity with the guerrilla force. When the govern- 
ment sent In troops to put down the minors* revolt, at least 16 
miners were killed The government outlawed the various Bolivian 
conmiunlst parties (pro-Soviet, px'o- Chino sc, and Trotskyito) . 

; The Importance or potential of tl.e guerrilla meveanont was not 
loot on Boll via,' s norighbors. Aj-gont i ru' , Paraguay, Peru, and to a 
osBor degree Brazi l, bc^gan to considci* w)iat steps they might takf' 
to prevent a communist takeover in Bolivia which would threaten 
^hoir borders. Patrols i.n ,ai>c'as of Argentina, Brazil, and 
Paraguay contiguous to the Bolivian guer:rllla zone were Increased 

discussed the possibility of sending troops 
assist the Bolivian Army in putting down the Insurgency. 
Paraguay and Argentina planned anti -gueurrl 11a manouvors near the 

a.sl.taneo fro. 


I'he Guerrilla Defeat 


By July, however, the situation bc-gan to ininrov. 
guerrillas were killed or captured as thc' Bolivian 


forces bop^an 


Approved For Relea,^eu2QQQ/Q9A14 : CIA-RDP85-00671 R000300070004-0 


Approved For 

- 4 - ■ 


to hold their ground In clashes with the insurgents. The Bolivian 
army discovered one of* the base camps of* the guerrillas and 
captured many documents ^ including photographs of an individual 
among the guerrillas who bore a striking resemblance to "Che" 
Guevpa. Two falsified passports were found which carried the 
thumb prints of Guevara. These documents helped build the 
government’s case for charges of Cuban intervention in Bolivian 


affairs, which it effectively presented at the 
Foreign Ministers of the OAS in September. 


Twelfth Meeting of 


The government's first major military victory against the 
guerrillas occurred on August 31, when the rear guard section was 
ambushed by a Bolivian army unit while trying to cross the Rio 
Grande. Nine of the 10 guerrillas were killed, includjng three Cubans, 
a Peruvian, and several Bolivians, among them militant Bolivian 
communist Molses Guevara. The Bolivian troops suffered no 
casualties in the ambush, which resulted from a combination of good 
luck and good planning. The success buoyed the morale of the 
poops considerably. During September j a guerrilla support ring 
was broken up by the authorities in La Paz on the basis of captured 
guerrilla documents. And on September 26 , another clash with the 
guerrillas left several dead, including prominent Cuban and 
Bolivian guerrilla leaders. 


^ In late September, the US-trained Second Ranger Battalion was 
committed to the guerrilla zone. Its first victory was the most 
spectacular of the campaign and probably marked the end of the present 
guerrilla movement in Bolivia. On October 8 the Rangers clashed with 

guerrilla band. Some seven guerrillas, including 
Che Guevara, fell in the battle. 


Latest reports indicate that only a handful of guerrlllas-- 
perhaps fewer than a dozen--now remain, and these are trying to 
escape from the guerrilla zone. They have reportedly forced local 
residents to accompany them as guides in an effort to break out 
of the area. 

The Cause of Defeat 


In retrospect, several errors on the part of the guerrillas be- 
come evident. The guerrillas seemed wedded to the thesis of 
rural guerrilla revolution as described in Debray’s book 

Within the Revolution ? , a romanticized and greatly over- 
simplified synthesis of the Castro success story. In this thesis 
the revolution must have its main thrust and authority in the ’ 
rural guerrilla movement, to which will be drawn an increasing 
number of patriotic followers. Formal association with the 
traditional communist parties is to be avoided as the guerrilla 
revolutionary process will produce its own political leaders. The 
ca-mpesino population will be won over and will support the 
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guerrillas as the liberators rrom government (imperialist) 
oppression. 

The failure of the campeslno to support the movement was 
critical. Conservative, wary of outsiders, many owning their 
own land, they wore not openly hostile toward the guerrillas but 
they did not support the guerrilla cause. Moroovei’ . they 
frequently reported the prcscnco of guorrl ] las to t.lio authorities 
and sometimes acted as guides for i;he a,rmy. In, Guevara’s diary, 
captured In idio October* 0 clasli, ht* roportrally comiiK'nto on the 
difficulty he had In reaching the* eamposinos wltli his revolutionary 
message. 

Prom the beginning, a lack of coordination between the 
guerrillas and the city-based communist parties was evident. Both 
the pro-Sovlet and pro-Chlneso communist parties publicly endorsed 
the guerrilla effort, but there were splits within the party as 
to the degree of actual support that should be rendered the 
guerrillas. There was also some resentment that the movement was 
Cuban rather than Bollvlan-led and directed. Talk of urban 
terrorism or the opening of othei* guerrilla front s--moves which 
would have seriously strained the government’s ability to contend 
with the Insurrect lon--came to naught. Nor was It over evident 
that the guerrillas In fact desired such cooperation, committed 
as they were to the thesis that they themselves were’ the only 
force from which the revolution could evolve. The same lack of 
coordination was (evident with I'cjspoct/ tu) c^thor dissident olcmionts 
on whom the guerrillas mlgiil. iiavc ca'J.lod for assistance? If they 
had wanted to — the minors, the st.udcnts, the? urban employed. Of 
course the ciulck and surprisingly c'ffoctlvo crack-down on the 
miners in June may have tended to dlscoui’ago efforts by either 
the guerrillas or their prospective allies In this direction. 

Another error, recognised as a weakness by "Che" himself, 
la.y In the dominant role assumed by the Cubans In tlio movement. 

Not only did this breed some resentment among Bolivian communists 
but it made efforts to win the. support and confidence of the 
eamposinos all the more difficult. It also provided the Bolivian 
Government with ammunition to undermine the guerrilla cause by 
playing on the Bolivians’ oxtrc?me sense of nationalism. Even 
Uioso Bolivian dissidents wiio might have been prone to ,ioln the 
movement in Its more successful days were probably resentful of 
thc3 lo.re.ign oc? Loratlon ot the,* band. Pi*esldc?nt Ba.rricaitos rc'peatc'd 
this Ihomt; constantly during anti -guerrilla campal gn--Cuba , 
itself a puppc.'t of a fore;! powoT* (i?hc' USSR) was nc?w seeking to 
e.xLc.'nd its conti'c?! c?vor boliviano. Thus tlu? movc'inent , to 
BcfJivlans and outsiders as well, appeared less and loss home- 
grown, less the product ol Injustice and poverty than an 
aggrc?DslVG advontu.cc sot upon by a foreign gove,rnmt;nt . As this 


Approved For 


Approved For Rel^e 2000/09/14 : CIA-RDP85-OO0^ROOO3OOO7OOO4-O 




mmtmmmm 


po3.nt was driven homc^ much of the romantic mystique of the 
guerrillas was lost. 

Without the help of the peasants to j)rotect and suppoi't 
them (particularly with food which was always In short supply) 
and limited to a single force In a single area, the movement was 
doomed. Even the lackluster Bolivian army forces stationed in 
the area could eventually contain and destroy the band since, 
after all, they outnumbered the guerrillas twenty or thirty to 
one . 


The Effect on Bolivia 


With the destruction of the present guerrilla movement and the 
demise of "Cho" Guevara, the Bolivians and particularly their 
military forces are currently enjoying a rat'o sense of self- 
confidence and pride. Bolivian loadoi-s have themselves publicly 
displayed surprise over their victory. In the past few months, 
during the period of various successful encounters with the 
guerrillas. President Barrientos has boon spared somt; of the 
criticism and plotting of tlie non-comjiiun;i st opposltlcn.. Howevo]', 
i-hcuie traditional Internal problems can bc.^ ('xpoctcvj to rcsiono as 
the bloom of the victory fades. Still, Llierc' Is no doubt tliat 
Bai'i’lentos ’ domestic position and popul;j.r.Lty has been {gi'catly 
strengthened, a.nd he Is now pictured not only as a d( fender of the 
nation against external throat but as a defender of the southern 
hemisphere as well. To emphasize this point Barrientos is now 
talking about the need for military action to rid the lieimlsplu.'re of 
the Castro threat. The success will also Gt 2 ’’ongthcn Barrientos' 
key element of support, the armed forces. But a revitalized, newly 
soii'-confldent inllltai^y force may also be less sub,jt!ct to tight 
pi'esldentlal control. Also it will probably deal laoi-e harshly 
with other dissident groups who mlp-;ht actively threaten the govern- 
ment, partlculai’ly the minors. Some of the officers who were 
dli'ectly involved In the anti -guerrilla operations icportedly see 
themselvtJS as the true savloi's (vt* the nation, rather than tJioso 
who s;.it on high In La Paz and Ipsiu'd o 2 ’der‘s. They ax'e comparing 
theiiiselvt’S to tlu> Ch;.i.ci) Wtir ( l.9dS-o3) veLtcraris who W'-rc to sub- 
s<'(]uent,ly pave; the way foi* the Bollvi:i.n i‘ov(B.urlon . There ai‘o , 
for^ oxaiiiple, rumeuv, that, ColonolL Zentenn , i;ommand(.'j‘ (hi idio Eight 
Army Division wlilch paiu.1 cj patod In th(' ant;l -gue ram' 1 [a campajgiL, 
may bo named Eorolgn Mlnlstc'r, partly as a reward j’or his services. 


'I'ho failui'e of the 
(jf course sexd.ous blows 
pi-oliably surimigthen the 


guerrillas and the death of Guevai'a aiv; 
t;o the extreme left. The-so deft'ai.s will 
position of the' more "moderate" eleineiiLs 
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or the communist part 3 os whiich, opposed ttic |:';ueiT,l ,1 j.;l movcmiont as 
rash adventurism or opposed Jts foreign leadership. 

However, the basic problems that n:ake Bolivia a target foi- 
communist Insurgency offoi'ts, be It rural or urban based, havf: 
not really changed. Poverty, backwardness, unemplovinent and 
Inherent political instability may have been momentarily forgot ben, 
but they are stll.1 tiicre. The miners are still a potential 
source of agitation, the students .remain volatile, and tl::u‘ 
political plottors and opportunists continue' to seek x^wer oy any 
means . The defeat of a corraitunlst insui'gc'ncy effort does not 
alter this, and a new movenierit , perhaps under tho banner of the 
"martyi'ed" Guevara b'Ut adopting tactics more suli.abie to the- 
Bolivian so. c L.iatlon, cannot be ruled out. 
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